
652 TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 

Military Mails.—The Canadian Postal Corps was originally recruited from 
executives and personnel of the Canadian Post Office in 1939 and is serving all 
branches of the Armed Forces. The Base Post Office in the fiscal year 1942-43, 
despatched overseas the record volume of over 21,800,000 lb. of parcels, 534,000 
lb. of letters and 1,597,000 lb. of news to the Fighting Services. 

Members of the Armed Forces, including Auxiliary Services, overseas have 
been allowed free mailing on letters to Canada, special reduced rates have been 
granted on gift-parcels mailed to the Forces abroad (limit 11 lb.). Postal money 
remittances to them have been facilitated and a special method of handling to 
safeguard tobacco parcels has been introduced. 

New facilities have been established to expedite correspondence to the Armed 
Forces. The Airgraph system—the letters on film that travel by air—is providing 
a fast and space-conserving method of communication. Airgraph messages are 
processed on rolls of micro-film that are flown to Britain, enlarged and delivered. 
Since this service was established, rates have been reduced for the benefit of the 
Armed Forces, and facilities extended to facilitate inter-civilian correspondence. 
Airgraph is now on a two-way basis between the United Kingdom and Canada. 

The Armed Forces Air Letter—a combined blue lightweight letter and envelope 
—operating at the low postage rate of 10 cents, for corresponding with the Armed 
Forces overseas, is also proving a popular medium for speedy air correspondence. 

Special arrangements are in effect for communication with prisoners of war, 
persons interned abroad, and civilians in enemy-occupied countries. "Air Letter 
Cards" and "Personal Postal Messages" may be obtained at any post office. 

Free postage is allowed ordinary letters, postcards and parcels to prisoners of 
war and interned persons, air mail, however, being prepaid at rates applicable. 

1.—Post Offices in Operation, by Provinces, as at Mar. 31, 1938-43 
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